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February is renowned for many reasons:   

this year we celebrate Lunar New Year on Mon-

day February 8th with the beginning of the Year 

of the Monkey; and wish all our Asian friends: 

Xīnnián hǎo      Guonian Hao   

Gong Hei Fard Choy   Xin Nian Kuai Le  

 

But also, in February we celebrate and  

acknowledge the anniversary or birthday of Rotary.   

What a wonderful organisation we chose to join when we became a  

Rotarian by saying “yes” to some wise person who invited us to come 

along to a Club and find out what happens in the name of Rotary.  

 

So do we actually celebrate what Rotary does and stands for? I suspect  

in the business of life we don’t always find time to stop, reflect and  

celebrate our achievements.  

 

How about in the week of the 23rd of February.  Our club is  

acknowledging the importance of this week with our Membership event 

on 24th February. 

Remember, our club meeti8ng on February 10th is a Scatter Meeting—

members are encouraged to attend a meeting at another club, perhaps one 

they have not visited before.  We will share our experiences at our meet-

ing the following week. 

  Be a Gift to the World! 

 

Lesley 

5th February  2016 

February is Rotary Peace and Conflict  

Prevention/ Resolution Month 



 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24th February 2016 6.30pm at The Quest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Club of Flemington Membership Event 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 3rd February 2016 

President Hugh Stewart welcomed everyone here today and advised that today we will be breaking up 

in to our sub committees and work on our allocated projects. 

He then advised the following 

- Next week we will not have a breakfast meeting in Flemington, we will have a Scatter Meeting by  

attending other club’s meetings and report back the following week. 

-11/02/2016 Gateway Cluster Bowling night we have 2 teams entered, come along and support the 

Club’s Bowling teams. 

- 24/02/2016 NO Breakfast meeting, evening meeting Membership drive night, invite prospective  

members and support the club 

- 05/03/2016 Seeing Eye Dog BBQ at Kensington - contact Allan for availability. 

- 08/03/2016 Moonee Valley Council International Women's Day breakfast 

- 23/03/2016 Stawell Gift Past Runners Breakfast meeting at Medway Golf Club Maidstone 

- April school holidays Children Festival 

 

He then invited our Rotary Exchange student  Lisa Murr to 

update us of her whereabouts during the school holidays.    

Lisa stated that this was the best school holidays ever, she 

enjoyed every minute and the time just went so fast.   

During the holidays she: 

*  Spent Christmas with her host family 

*  Went to Ocean Grove - surfing 

*  Visited Sydney 

*  Went to Phillip Island (saw Koalas and visited the  

      chocolate factory) 

*  Went to the Australian Open Tennis 

 

Now started school back, she is in year 11. 

  

Membership committee 

Provided information and Flyers/pamphlets to be distributed for the membership night 

Requested all members participation on the night  

  

Public Relations & Marketing 

Discussed establishment of Interact Club at Mount Alexander College.  Hugh has had a discussion with 

the new principal who has shown great interest and wants this to be part of the curriculum. Principal has 

been booked to be a speaker/guest at the club in March at which time we can take this further, Joint ven-

ture with Interact club to raise funds for their projects, including breakfast for students, etc. 

 

Looked at RYLA and RYPEN candidates 

Accepted to organise the next Blue Moon function from Membership committee, proposal is Anglers 

Tavern on 30 March 2016, Josie will be organising the function. 

 

Meeting Minutiae: 
Apologies—  Eugene Odachowski, Paul Perrottet, Craig Skelton, Lesley McCarthy, Anwar Alishek,  

                   Mick Lawn, Donal Murtagh. Janine Hamilton, 

Make Ups— Eugene Odachowski, Allan Bruno, Lyn Burghouts, Hugh Stewart , Lesley McCarthy,  

Visiting Rotarians—Lisa Murr - Rotary exchange student   

Raffle—Peter Donnellen and Jacquerline Iverson  



 

 

 

 

Peace cannot be kept by force, it can only be achieved by understanding - Albert Einstein 

It seems that in the world today the role of Rotary to take a position of facilitation for 

peace is just so important. But how will this happen? Several District and club  

signature programs could in fact be seen as precursors for world peace. 

Our District has an unbroken record of providing participants in the Rotary World 

Peace Fellows Program. At this time Peace Scholar Ellen Maynes is currently in  

Thailand and is participating in classes at the Rotary Peace Centre at Chulalongkorn 

University.  

The Rotary Peace Centre is a fantastic facility with the university a lush oasis compared to the chaos of  

Bangkok traffic and high-rise buildings.   There are twenty other students participating in the program this 

year from around the globe - all have very diverse experience and credentials. Ellen has met her Host  

Counsellor from a local Thai Rotary Club and will get an opportunity to speak at hopefully several meetings. 

She has made contact with the Australian Embassy in Bangkok and has shared information about the peace 

program. In late January she was to visit the Mae Sot Refugee Camp on the Thai/Myanmar border and in 

March will travel to Nepal. It will be interesting to follow Ellen’s adventures and to see just how much her 

life changes as a result of the District 9800 commitment to the Rotary World Peace Fellows program. 

The Rotary International Convention is another great opportunity to  

immerse yourself in the diversity of cultures in Rotary. I am attending the 

Convention in Seoul and I would love to have your company. I, along with 

some twenty one Rotarians and partners who have registered, will have the 

chance to mingle in harmony, with an expected 50,000 people from all  

continents and learn more about the fabric of our organisation that embodies 

peaceful solution to significant world problems. I will be participating in 

three kilometre Walk for Peace down the main street of Seoul and will proudly wave the Australian flag. 

    Our District has four remarkable younger Rotarians attending the Youth Summit    

     in Seoul. Amanda Wendt and Nicole Lake from Melbourne Park Rotary,  

     Himanshu Kaushik from Essendon North Rotary and Robert Foran from Echuca 

     Moama Rotary will be attending a program for future Rotary Leaders prior to the  

    start of the Convention. They will then take on a Volunteer role and participate in  

    the Convention and be involved in a service project. They are sponsored by  

     District 9800, hosted whilst in Korea, and I have asked them to bring back an  

    idea to implement in our District. 

I do believe that our ongoing commitment to the Rotary Youth Exchange Program is also significant in 

contributing to world understanding and future peaceful world. Each year approximately thirty young people 

spend a year in another country, with fifteen leaving our District and others arriving from several different 

countries, to increase their understanding of the wider world in which we live. Every time a family provides a 

home for these young people lives are enriched and life-long relationships are formed. Just by engaging in 

this important program you are a positive factor in creating the understanding needed to add to world peace. 

Maybe this lovely quote from Dr Seuss sums up the power and potential you as a Rotarian have to influence 

positive changes to secure a peaceful world for my grandchildren. 

You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any direction you 

choose.     Dr Seuss, Oh, The Places You'll Go! 

Enjoy Rotary as you are……. a Gift to the World.  Ubuntu: I am, because you are.   

Julie Mason  District Governor 

February is Rotary Peace and Conflict Prevention/ Resolution Month 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2125304


 

 

 
 

 

Live from the Rotary International Assembly 



 

 

 

 

Maybe you spent much of last year banging away on social media to gain exposure for your club (because 

everyone says you should), but you felt like you were getting nowhere fast. It’s still early in the year. Why 

not take a step back, make an honest assessment of your approach, and determine what you could do better. 

Here are six social media resolutions I think you should make this year to elevate your club’s social media 

exposure. 

 

1.  Be consistent – Post regularly and often. You won’t build a solid social media presence by posting 

every once and a while. If you are using Facebook, Instagram, Flickr, or Pinterest, post at least once a week. 

For Twitter, every one to two days is key. 

 

2. Develop a social media schedule – Manage your time by planning your club social media activity in  

advance. Since you can schedule your Facebook posts days or weeks ahead of time, take advantage of this  

ability. You will quickly find managing your club Facebook page will become a lot easier and feel less ad 

hoc. 

 

3. Mix it up – Look at how you can use new and different social media platforms, or different types of  

content, to engage your audience and promote the good things your club is doing. Why not shoot an enticing 

video for membership recruitment? Or pose a question, such as “What was one thing you found interesting 

about this week’s speaker?” 

 

4. Develop a strategy – If your club is still using social media without a strategy, stop! A strategy will give 

your social media exposure purpose and identify the benefits to your club. Each social network has its own 

features, strengths, and best practices. But you want to make sure people are getting a cohesive message of 

what your club is about across all platforms. Start by defining goals and objectives. That will help you define 

your audience, choose the right platform, and determine your message. 

* Do you want increased event participation? 

* New members? 

* Increased traffic to your website? 

* To build an online community? 

* What will success look like? What can you measure? 

 

5. Establish guidelines –Dealing with the do’s and don’t of social media can be a minefield, so chart a path 

through it by creating a social media policy. Decide who can and will share online, who has password and 

login information, and who can be a backup if the main person is on holiday. Set clear boundaries for what 

you are going to share. If in doubt, get ideas from social media policies of other organizations. And make a 

crisis plan: what happens in the event of a PR emergency? 

 

6. Have FUN – This is the most important resolution and one you should try to stick to. Use your social me-

dia platforms to let a little bit of personality shine through and share with your audience a mix of interesting, 

entertaining, humorous, or helpful content relevant to your club and community. 

While it can seem overwhelming, social media is the best Rotary promotional tool for building strong rela-

tionships and engaging with your community. If you set yourself some achievable goals this year, you and 

your club will reap the rewards. 

 

About the author: Evan Burrell is a member of the Rotary Club of Turramurra, New 

South Wales, Australia, and a former member of Rotaract. He has been involved with  

Rotary since he was 18. He currently manages social media for Rotary Down Under, the 

Rotary regional magazine of Australia. Follow Evan on Facebook. 

 

6 social media resolutions that can improve your club’s exposure 

http://www.rotarydownunder.org
http://www.facebook.com/RotarianEvanBurrell


 

 

 

 
K.R. Ravindran 

President 2015-16 

February 2016 

In life, sometimes the experiences that matter the most are the briefest.  

They pass in the blink of an eye: a few days, a few hours, a few moments. 

They are the experiences that illuminate the landscape of our memory,  

shining brightly even years later. They are the moments in which we see,  

suddenly, something we had not seen; we understand something we had  

not understood; we forge a connection we had not expected. 

For me, this has been a Rotary year like no other.  

I have been around the world, traversing countries and continents.  

I have been to places I had never seen before, and I have returned to familiar places and seen them, as for the 

first time, through the lens of Rotary. 

When you travel for Rotary, you travel with a different sense of perspective and a different sense of purpose. 

There is an awareness of being part of something larger than yourself. When you board a plane or a train,  

or leave your home in the dark hours of early morning, you may be leaving for lands unknown – but at your 

destination, there will be no strangers. There will be Rotarians, waiting and welcoming. There will be work  

to do, something to learn, and perhaps something to teach. 

There will be connections to forge, friendships to build, and memories to carry for a lifetime. 

This year, I have been the traveller, and I have been welcomed by Rotarians around the world.  

A few months from now, from 28 May to 1 June, I invite you to step into my experience: allow me to  

welcome you to Seoul for our 107th International Convention. 

The Koreans have a saying: 사람이 나면 서울로 보내라. In English we would say,  

"When a person is born, send them to Seoul."   For Seoul is a city of opportunities: a wonderful destination 

with rich traditions, modern conveniences, and a culture unlike any other. But I ask you to join me in Seoul 

not only for all of this, but also for the experiences you will have there with your fellow Rotarians. 

For a brief moment in time, you will experience Rotary as I have experienced it: in all its diversity, all its 

warmth, and all its potential. You will be greeted as an old friend by people you have never met; you will 

share your thoughts, even without a shared language. You will learn with wonder of what Rotary has 

achieved, and leave inspired to achieve even more. 

Before this Rotary year comes to its close, I ask you to do what I have done: to leave your homes, to board 

your flights, to travel toward the unknown with an open heart and an open mind, confident that Rotary will 

welcome you. Join me, and your fellow Rotarians, as we Connect with Korea – Touch the World. 

 

http://www.riconvention.org/ 

 

 

 

 

Rotary International President’s Message 
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Date Event Location Contact 

    

Wednesday 234th 

February 

Membership Evening Quest Apartments Hugh Stewart 

Lynn Borghouts    

Saturday 5th 

March 

Seeing Eye Dogs Open Day BBQ 

 

Kensington Allan Bruno 

Wednesday 23rd 

March 

Stawell Gift Breakfast Medway Golf Club Paul Perrottet 

Hugh Stewart 

Club Calendar Dates 

Date Event Club Location Contact   

Thursday 11th 

February 

Night Bowls  

Competition 

Gateway Cluster 

Keilor East 

Clifton Park  

Bowling Club 

Gerard Mahoney 

16th February Farewell Dinner for the 

Vocational Training 

Team 

Brighton Beach Milano’s  

The Esplanade,  

Brighton 

Julie@brightontravel.co

m.au 

24th February  40th Anniversary Essendon North Ascot House,  

Ascot Vale 

Sam Pennisi,  

Grant Maggs    

26th February Trivia Night  

Fundraising night   
Essendon St Bernards,  

Pavilion 

Shirley Kukk  

28th February Moonee Valley Festival 

BBQ 

Gateway Cluster 

RC Keilor East 

Queens Park 

Moonee Ponds 

Gerard Mahoney 

Peter Halaseh   

Tuesday  8th March Women’s Day Breakfast  Moonee Valley City 

Council  

Civic Centre website 

Thursday 10th International Womens 

Day Breakfast 

District 9800 

RC Albert Park 

Crown Palladium Kerry Kornhauser 

28th February  President Elect  

Training Seminar #2 
District 9800 Baden Park  College, 

Hoppers Crossing 

DGE Neville John     

15th April Moonee Valley Art Show Keilor East 

Essendon 

North Park Mansion, 

Strathmore 

Gerard Mahoney   

1st May Car Show Keilor Keilor Oval Tom Barber 

24th May Keeping Our Kids Alive 

Forum 

Gateway Cluster TBA AG Lesley McCarthy 

AG Colin Styles 

Gerard Mahoney 

16th June Domestic Violence  

Forum 

Gateway Cluster TBC AG Lesley McCarthy 

AG Colin Styles 

David Bennett 

26th June District 9800 Changeover District 9800 RACV Club DGE Neville John 

 

Cluster and District Calendar Dates 



 

 

 

 

 

 

District Conference Bendigo 



 

 

The Rotary Club of Flemington meets for breakfast on a  

Wednesday: 7.30 for 7.45am at the Quest Apartments,  

Corner Epsom and Smithfield Roads,  

Flemington. 

 

Contact us:   www.flemingtonrotary.org.au 

webmaster @rotaryflemington.org.au  

 

Opportunity Shop:  444 Racecourse Road,  

Flemington 3031       Find us on FaceBook:                  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:webmaster@rotaryflemington.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php?bcode=qdDTD%23!/group.php?gid=19851270195&v=info
http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php?bcode=qdDTD%23!/group.php?gid=19851270195&v=info

