
After 2 delightful weeks in the northern warmth I have returned to Melbourne weather.  I am not sure 
which is the hardest to take : the cold or the wet!  I was disappointed to miss the inductions of our two 
newest membersñAnne McMahon and Rob Lawrence.  Whilst Anne is new to Rotary, and discovered us 
through the Op Shop in Flemington, Rob is a previous Rotarian who has found renewed interest after 

moving homes.  We welcome them both and wish them enjoyment in this new venture. 

 

Last weekõs August Blue Moon evening was a great  
success and our thanks go again to Eugene and Barbara 
Odachowski for opening their home for the cocktail  
party.  Josie Magri and Eugene organised everything 
brilliantly as usual and Barbara took everything in her 
stride.   Evidently there was much chat, socialising and 
an opportunity for wives, partners and friends to join the 

fun. 

 

 

On behalf of the club, our congratulations are extended 
to Craig Skelton who married his beautiful fiancée Anita 

Clarke yesterday. 

 

 

 

 

         Spring is here! 
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I have recovered from a busy weekend out at Camp Getaway in Axedale   getting to know the inbound and outbound 
Rotary Youth Exchange students.   It was a weekend of fun, friendship and learning as the students were provided an 
opportunity to gain more skills that will assist them in their exchange year, from tips on public speaking to navigating 
life in a foreign country.  
 It was great to have the support of ROTEX members, former Rotary Youth Exchange Students who continue to  
support the Youth Exchange Program and were willing to provide additional information about what helped them to  
survive and thrive during their exchange years.   
 
 From an action packed camp to an action packed weekly meeting, it was great to hear about the opening of the Fit 4 
Use store in Werribee and how it was well represented by all local Rotary clubs, and many of our own members.   
Not only was it great to hear about the entertainment provided at the Opening Celebrations and that sales are going 
well, but that the opening of the store provided yet another opportunity to introduce more people to the world of  
Rotary.   
 
The highlight of the meeting for me was having the privilege to induct 2 new members, Anne McMahon and  Rob 
Lawrence into our wonderful Rotary Club.  We are looking forward to looking at their future engagement with the club. 
 
 We were also honoured to have Ida share with us her first  
impressions of life in Australia and her love for our diverse  
landscapes and our very unique animals.    Ida pointed out a few 
significant differences between   Finnish and Australian stereo-
types, particularly in relation to personal space.  In Finnish terms, 
 if there is someone already sitting  in a row of seats on a bus then 
the seat  is clearly full and unavailable to be used by anyone 
else!    I think it is may have something to do with the population  
disparity as Melbourne has 4/5ths of the population of all of  
Finland!  It was really great to hear that Idaôs first impressions of 
Australians are that we are a friendly bunch of people who love to 
talk and make  people feel welcome.  
 
 Finally, it is wonderful to see that active volunteerism is alive and 
well  within the club; as soon as it was mentioned that there was 
extra  assistance required for the bread run this week, there were 
people volunteering, and  volunteering one another, to help out 
making sure that  the job gets done and everyone has some fun.   
 
Allan has also called for some support from a member to assist in 
transporting the barbeque trailer after the event on the 4th of  
September that will celebrate the opening of the new park alongside Kensington Railway Station in Rankins Rd in 
Kensington.  Please let Allan know of your availability, and ability to tow a trailer.   
 

      Del 

 Presidentôs Report 24th August 2016 



Once in a Blue Moon it is great to come together, outside of the usual meeting 
times to enjoy one anotherôs company.  This past Wednesday was one such 
night where we were all grateful to Eugene and Barbara Odachowski for  
opening their home to us to be able celebrate the August Blue Moon Event.   

 
A fun night that saw the 
front of their amazing home 
filled with Rotarians,  family 
and friends as they chatted 
for hours.  If it wasnôt a 
school night/work night I am 
sure the discussions may 
have lasted even longer.    
 
 
 
 

Fortunately this weekend will provide yet another opportunity for many of us to catch up and continue our discussions 
as we assist the barbeque crew at the opening of the new park alongside the Kensington Railway Station.   
Make sure you drop by the Station to say hi to the crew, help to cook a few snags and chat to some more lo-
cals.  Hopefully the promised Spring weather will have arrived and we will all want to be outdoors. 
 
 Unfortunately, the not so Spring-like weather has seen me logging more hours online; working, reading, chatting and 
researching.  During another random reading session online this week, I came across a movie trailer that sounded 
familiar ï the story of a young Indian boy who became lost in India and was later adopted by an Australian  
family.   
 
Once a grown man, and with the support of his Australian family and friends, the boy uses images from Google Earth 
to work out where he was originally from.  The movie, Lion (http://www.aceshowbiz.com/movie/lion/) opens in  
November this year and is the true story of Saroo Brierley who really did painstakingly search Google Earth to be able 
to identify the small village he was born in before making the journey back to his homeland.  Saroo was also an inspi-
rational speaker who presented at the District Conference earlier this year.   
 
 With inspirational speakers like Saroo Brierley, it is no wonder the District 9800 Conference is a great event for all to 
attend.  Have you purchased your tickets for the 2017 District Conference yet?  Early bird tickets are currently  
available http://www.rotaryconference.org.au.  Begin planning now for a great mini-break away from the city and head 
north to Shepparton to take part in the conference fun and celebrations. 
 
 In the meantime, I hope that the spring weather arrives and we can get out and about.  Have a great week in Rotary. 

 

 

               Del 
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City of Wyndham Mayor, Councillor Adele Hegeditch officially opened the Opportunity Shop in Railway Avenue on Sunday 
 August 21st.  Together with Rotary District 9800 Governor Neville John, she joined a list of Rotary dignitaries including Past 
District Governor and Werribee Rotarian Julie Mason, Assistant Governor Colin Styles from Rotary Hoppers Crossing and  
Assistant Governor Len Marshall from Laverton Point Cook. 
 
The store, the second opened by the Rotary Club of Flemington {the first store opened in 2010 at 444 Racecourse Road,  
Flemington} has been trading since August 1st but was formally opened on Sunday in the presence of Rotarians from Werribee, 
Wyndham, Hoppers Crossing,  Laverton Point Cook as well as host club Flemington.   
 
In planning for over two years, this store, at 135 Railway Avenue has a large floor area stocked with all manner of items from 
clothing to plants, home wares to furniture, bric a brac and Manchester.  Change rooms are available as is EFTPOS.  Manager 
Lorry Rowe of Rotary Club of Werribee is the Store Manager and has a wealth of experience. 
 
Mayor Hegeditch said 
 ñIt is fantastic to see Rotary and  
community volunteers coming together to 
support the people of the Wyndham area 
like thisò,  and added that the community 
needed such an opportunity which allows 
local volunteers to join Rotarians in  
serving the community. 
 
The store will open for business from 
10am to 4pm Monday to Friday and 9am 
to 2pm on Saturdays. 
 

People wishing to donate goods may drop 

them off during those hours.  A collection 

service is available for large items of  

furniture.   

 

 

 

 Fit4Use Store Official Opening 

Pictured  Above Right:   

District Governor Neville John, 

Rotary Flemington Past  

President Hugh Stewart and 

Community Projects Chair Allan 
Bruno, Fit4Use Store Manager 

Lorry Rowe, Wyndham Mayor 

Cr Adele Hegeditch. 

 

 

Pictured Right: 

Some of the many volunteers 

who have helped ready and  

operate the new store. 

 


