
 The Rotary Foundation Centennial Gala Dinner 
 

In 1917 Arch Klumph, president of Rotary international, 
proposed an endowment fund dedicated to ñdoing good  
in the worldò. The first donation of $26.50 was made to the 
seed of the Rotary Foundation.    Thanks to this vision and the extraordinary generosity of Rotary  
members worldwide, this fund has become one of the worldôs leading humanitarian foundations,  
spending more than US$3 billion on Programs and Projects to improve the lives of millions of people 
worldwide. 
 

With 100 years of service changing lives and improving communities, itôs time to celebrate!  Weôre 
bringing members of the community together with Rotarians from right across Australia for a Gala 
Fundraising Dinner in Melbourne, the home of Australiaôs first Rotary club. 
 

The Rotary Club of Southbank is proud to host this  
Centennial Foundation Dinner and auction.  
Our corporate sponsors and the Australian Rotary  
Districts have set the challenge of raising AU$1,000,000 in  contributions and bequests which will help 
set up the  foundation for an even more exciting 100 years and beyond. 
 

Key Note Speaker: Paul A. Netzel 
A Rotarian since 1968, and incoming Rotary International 
Foundation Chairman, Paul Netzel has served as director, task 
force zone coordinator, committee chair, zone  institute chair 
and convener, International Assembly  moderator and chair, 
training leader, and district governor. 
Paul has received The Rotary Foundationôs Citation for  
Meritorious Service. Both Paul and his wife, Diane, are charter 
members of the Arch Klumph Society, Major  Donors, and 
members of the Paul Harris Society and  Bequest Society of 

The Rotary Foundation.  
 

Master of Ceremonies: Amanda Drury 
Mandy Drury has had an 18-year career working at the pinnacle of global business and leading  
television networks CNBC, Bloomberg TV, NBC, MSNBC and Australia's Channel 7. Mandy considers herself 
lucky to have had the life-changing experience of being a Rotary Exchange student to Belgium in 1991, and 
served as Rotex President after returning to Australia.   

    http://rotaryfoundationcentennialdinner.org.au/ 
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Book your tickets Now For this spectacular Event  
Share ideas, join leaders and take action  
to create lasting change 
 
COST: 
$165 per person or $1650 per table of 10 
DATE:       Wednesday 31st May 2017 
VENUE:     The Atlantic, Central Pier 
161 Harbour Esplanade 
Docklands VIC 3008 
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 It is so wonderful to see the community recognise the wonderful work of our 
friends and fellow Rotarians.  Last week the many African communities of  
Flemington Primary school honoured past principal Lesley McCarthy with a dinner 
and night of dancing.  Families of past and current students filled the hall at  
Flemington Community Centre to dance, perform and show us all their amazing 
talent and stamina.  The heartfelt speeches told us all of the important role Lesley 
had in the lives of so many, supporting the children, their families and the wider 
community, acknowledged by Lesley in saying she had found her soul-sisters 
within the community and that the community had given her so much to love and 

be proud of.  It really was such and honour ï congratulations Lesley!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements and Makeups 
For those who didnôt make it to the 30th, it was a great night of fellowship and fun.  A huge thank you to Trivia Master 
Paul, Eliana on the door, Lesley for all the historical content and for being the MC, Allan for getting everything done 
and Jon for coming to the rescue.  Thanks also to Rob for the suggestion of the Boathouse ï a supportive venue with 
great service! 
 
Bread run; if you are free of a Friday evening from 6.15pm, consider helping out at the bread run. We are always  
looking for people to assist, it only takes about an hour and is actually fun! 
 
Ida has had to return to Finland for personal reasons; she sends her thanks and hopes to come back to Australia 
soon. 
 
Ana has just returned from safari and is exhausted but looking forward to sharing her safari adventures with us all.   
She will do a presentation to the club on her home in Brazil and life in Australia so far. 
 
Next week; back to our regularly scheduled programming with a meeting back at Quest with committee meetings on 
the agenda! 
 
The next Blue Moon Wednesday is scheduled for 31 May, put your thinking caps on and come up with some-
thing interesting and fun to do 

Presidentôs Report April 29th 2017   



  
Ah the good old days.  Upon arriving at Mount Alexander College, for this weekôs meeting wasnôt quite the blast from 
the past that the members were expecting.  There were no bells ringing, no chaos in the hallways, and most 
 importantly, no grumpy people in sight.  Everyone was happy to be there! 

  
Of course, we did have a chance to talk about the good old school days ï the days when you sat at a desk with flip 
top lid and had to dip your pen into an ink well every couple of seconds to be able to keep writing.  The days where 
computers werenôt even a figment of your imagination!  Very unlike MAC where we saw kids in class writing code and 
creating mobile apps or building robots and controlling them via a computer program.    

  
They were days that were hurried and rowdy, very unlike the environment we experienced at MAC.   

  
Breakfast, courtesy of the MAC breakfast club was initially a project that our club has been involved in through sourc-
ing and auspicing funding from the Bendigo Bank.  It was great to see that the initiative is going strong and is a fun 
and delicious food resource for students and staff alike.  With students doing the prep work and the cooking, it is a 
great learning opportunity for them all.   
 
The not so great news it that for some young people, programs such as the 
Breakfast Club are one of the only ways that they can guarantee a meal for 
the day.  Food insecurity is a major and hidden issue within the community.   
Food security is broadly defined as "access by all people at all times to 
enough food for an active, healthy life". 
 
However this isnôt the case for many people, some people donôt have regular 
access to food and for others there is so little food they are constantly  
distracted by hunger. For 5% of the population, hunger and food insecurity 
plays a huge part in their lives, however if you are a low-income earner,  
or live in a single parent household, or you are unemployed, or you are a 
young person, this rate could climb to almost 25% of the  
population.  (Australian Institute of Family Studies)  
 

§  Indigenous people (24%); 
§  unemployed people (23%); 
§  single parent households (23%); 
§  low-income earners (20%); 
§  rental households (20%); and 
§  young people (15%). 

 
Letôs just hope that with the support of Rotary and the Bendigo Bank, the MAC breakfast club will continue to fill the 
bellies of hungry students from all demographic backgrounds for many years to come and that we will all have the 
pleasure of sharing the company of the great students and hopefully future Rotarians who study at MAC! 
 
What we did notice was the feeling of calm around the school; there was no rushing, no Just a quiet calm as people 
moved around the hallways on their way to class. 
 
Iôm pretty sure that both Ted and Peter are wishing that they were back at school,  Beate was keen to learn more, 
particularly about robotics!   All in all, it was a great morning.  Thank you to all of the staff and students who helped 
out to ensure we had a delicious breakfast. 
 
Have a great week in Rotary, 
 

   Del 
   



Members met in the Resource Centre at Mount Alexander College for a quick cuppa, or as quick a cuppa as possible 
before heading to the Murdoch Room at the back of the Resource Centre for the meeting proper.  Of course the quick 
cuppa wasnôt so quick as we struggled to operate the new whizz-bang instant hot water tap with a child proof safety 
button! 
  
Hot drinks in hand and President Del welcomed everyone to the first offsite club meeting at Mount Alexander  
College.  Being a shortened work week many people were away trying to cram in the full dayôs work they had missed.   
  
Apologies  
-       Chris Drenen, work in Traralgon 
-       Lesley, puppy sitting in Geelong 
-       Allan, travelling the world! 
-       Peter, sitting back with his foot up! 
-       Len, looking after Audrey 
-       Vance  
-       Eugene 
-       Eliana 
-       Lyn 
  
A quieter meeting gave us the chance to sit in a classroom and reminisce about how things have changed ï school is 
so different now to what it was like a decade or 2 (or even more) ago.  Reflecting on changes soon had us talking 
about changes to our own Club and we had quite a chat about work that the club has been involved in over the past 
30 years.. We reflected upon not only the successes that we all like to recognise and remember, but also the  
challenges and more interesting projects that despite best intentions and hard work just didnôt work out the way they 
were intended.  There was talk of an event in Footscray Park where the club was selling produce ï an entire trailer 
load of cabbages and only one was sold.  Another idea to grow óRoses from the Racecourseô, except not many of the 
cuttings actually grew.  Of course those that did manage to get a cutting to grow have said that they are still going 
strong!  There was even talk of a óDog Dayô that was such a great idea, except that no one reminded the rain to stay 
away and it was too wet to actually participate.   Of course the most remarkable part of the discussion is that although 
the events didnôt go to plan they were also remembered fondly, and despite not having the anticipated outcome were 
still great opportunities for everyone to learn something! 
  
We really could have chatted for ages about the history of the club but before we knew it there were a couple of  
students waiting to take us to breakfast.  What a breakfast it was; pancakes, French toast, toasted sandwiches and 
fresh fruit!  The students and staff had done such a great job catering a huge breakfast for everyone to enjoy.  The 
principal of the school, Wayne Haworth welcomed us to the school and thanked us for our ongoing support of the 
breakfast club and of the school.  We all had the opportunity to talk to the staff and students as we enjoyed our  
delicious breakfast, learning more about the changes to the school, the unique opportunities afforded the students 
and how wonderful it actually is to want to go to school!   
  
Those members that didnôt have to rush off, were then given a tour of the school.  Letôs just say that school today is 
nothing like I remember.  State of the art science labs, robotics classes, drama rooms with tiered seating in the room 
and most importantly a school full of happy students.  We were all intrigued at how calm and inviting the school was 
and are eager to visit again in the future! 
  
 

Meeting Notes Wednesday April 26th   



 
The 2017 Rotaract Outstanding Project Award recognized the Rotaract Club of the University of Moratuwa, Sri 
Lanka, for launching a three-year project to improve lives in the rural community of Ranugalla. The club, which  
represents Rotary District 3220 (Sri Lanka), hopes to empower residents through sustainable education and  
economic development initiatives.  
 
During its first year, the club opened a library and science lab for the local school and helped students prepare for 
college entrance exams and careers. It also targeted infrastructure, bringing clean water into homes and building 
bridges to link neighbourhoods flooded during the rainy season. To stimulate economic growth, the club opened a 
weaving cooperative for female entrepreneurs. 
 
"Rather than initiating a project to donate materials, we thought 
a project to address all the issues in the village would be much 
more beneficial to all,ò says Chamal Kuruppu, president of the 
University of Moratuwa Rotaract club. 
 
 
Best multidistrict project went to Rotaractors in Brazil for 
their campaign to combat hate crimes in online communities.  
 
More than 1,000 Rotaract members from 34 Brazilian districts 
planned activities during World Rotaract Week in 2016,  
adapting the campaign to their communities ð such as  
partnering with a university to design a workshop series on Internet hate crimes ð and using their social networks to 
spread messages of diversity, inclusion, and peace. 
 
This year, over 300 projects were nominated in 52 countries. The awards recognize the best single-club project, best 
multidistrict project, and outstanding service projects in each of six geographical regions. The best single-club project 
and best multidistrict project receive $500 each for future service activities and will be invited to inspire other  
Rotaractors at the Rotaract Preconvention in Atlanta. 
 

 
 
rotary.org/en/sustainable-projects-earn-top-rotaract-honors 
 
 
 

 

 

 Sustainable Projects Earn Top Rotaract Honors 

http://rotaractmora.org/%20
http://www.riconvention.org/en/atlanta/rotaract-preconvention


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The District Assembly is an important event in our learning and development calendar and is a great 
opportunity for all Rotarians to learn more about District, the incoming District Leadership team, and 
programs implemented by clubs. 

 

As well as specific sessions on The Rotary Foundation, Public Image and Communication,  
Vocational Service, Membership, Club service, International Service, Community Service and Youth 
Service, there are targetted sessions dedicated to New Members, Presidents Elect {2017-2018} , 
Presidents  Nominees {2018-2019} and Club Administration {Secretaries, Treasurers, Governance 
and Protection Officers.   

 

Registration is from 8.15-9.00am and the event concludes with an optional lunch at 1.40pm. 

 

President Elects are requested to submit their attendance forms by May 8th. 

 

http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/news/20537/district-training-assembly/ 

 

 

 

 

 District 9800 Assembly 



 

 2017-2018 Foundation Grants Seminar 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


