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MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

The Rotary Club of Flemington Inc. Club Number 24401— Chartered 29 April 1987

August is Membership Month in Rotary

Membership is the focus from our Rotary International President to our Zone Director to our District Governor.
The statistics are frightening—in Zone 7b and Zone 8, we lost 1,264 members last year on top of the 700 from
the previous year.

Zone Director Noel Trevaskis has often said that the year 2020 will be a crunch year — especially if we keep
losing numbers at the current rate. Membership wise, we are in real trouble across the two countries, and he
doesn’t say that lightly.  Districts will be impacted. We have just been through a strenuous re-districting pro-
cess, yet it seems we will need to revisit the situation in both countries.

So what do we do? Do we talk about it? Do we develop more strategic plans?
Do we have more Membership conferences and seminars? Do we ask our Membership Chairs to do more?
Do we use more brochures? Do we have more membership drives? Do we start advertising for members?

We need EVERY Rotarian to invite a friend/colleague/neighbour to visit their Rotary Club — and clubs need to
make a special effort to arrange stimulating programs! Too many Rotarians have NEVER asked anyone to
share their Rotary friendships. Some will say they have asked unsuccessfully. Well, we need to ask again and
again and again - if we want our organisation and our own special Rotary clubs to survive!!!

We need people at District level to motivate Rotarians to get out and start asking people! In other words we
need to get off our collective ‘butts’ and accept the challenge of sharing Rotary membership!

We all need to carefully consider our programs for the year ahead. It may well be that we have to re-
strict our projects and fund raising plans and focus solely on membership?

This may be drastic action but these are drastic times. We may need to continue such an intensive member-
ship ‘push’ until we turn the current situation around.

Everyone in sales, knows that you never ever make a sale unless you ask for the order — and you have the
order in your hand! It does not matter how good your promotions or advertising campaigns are. It is exactly
the same in Rotary. People will not join unless they are asked — AND they like what they see when they arrive
at their first meeting.

Membership is the most urgent challenge confronting Rotary at this time. if we all love Rotary and, if we
all love the ideals, it is now time to stand up for the future of Rotary International.

| appeal to all of you to start now. Tell your club and all Rotarians we need to get stuck into membership like
never before. Please get started now and get a membership action plan in place.  If we don’t confront this
challenge — and turn membership trends around - New Zealand will soon drop back to four Districts, and
Australia to fifteen or sixteen Districts. Membership: it is our problem, and we need to fix it now!

Noel Trevaskis, Zone Director in the RI Director’s Newsletter August




Meeting Report August 23rd 2017

President Sam welcomed everyone to todays meeting with a warm welcome for our guest speaker Angelo Pratt
and prospective member Anne Heyes. He also welcomed Jon Temby home from his trip to Papua New Guinea
and hiking of the Kokoda Track—a journey he has in common with Del King and Angelo.

Allan Bruno then reported Community Projects:

1. Community Service BBQ this Friday at J.J. Holland Reserve for the Flemington Kensington Junior
Football Club 5.30-7.30. Please see him if you can assist.

2. Assistance is needed on Monday 4th September to load and move 120 boxes of products from
Braybrook to Airport West for auctioning. This is a fundraising activity for us. Load up between
9-10 and unload 11-12 at Airport West.  Please advise if you are able to assist as many hands will
make light work.
Sunday 10th September is the EID Festival at Debney Park. We are running the BBQ and need
volunteers between 10-2.
Fit4Use Sunday Trading has not been particularly profitable so far but the trial will continue through
September. Help still needed some Sundays, please consider a shift as it is a great opportunity to see
how the shop operates and also contribute to the fundraising. Opening is 10-2.
The rent at Donations in Kind is an issue with the landlord wishing to increase. There may be an
opportunity to change buildings in the near future with a possible road frontage and opportunity to
investigate a sales point in the future.

Membership and Club Service Chair Rob Lawrence:

Rob reported on the positive response from Asoot Vale Leisure Centre to our request to hold a Swim-a-thon in
March 2018. The date has been finalised as Sunday 4th March between 8am and 12 noon with 4 lanes being
made available to us. Rob has organised such an event previously with great success, and the timing will
make this a good opportunity for football clubs in pre season training, as well as local sporting clubs and
schools preparing for swimming championships. He is now seeking sponsorship and will organise entry forms
and promotional flyers to commence the publicity.

This is to be a fundraising event with 50% of proceeds to be directed towards the Clown Doctors.

Peter Cribb requested support for driving lessons for one of our club contacts, Halima. She has sponsored rel-
atives from Kenya who have been in refugee camps and needs assistance for them to gain their practice hours
for a driving licence. Car supplied. Please see Peter if you can assist.

Peter also reported on a request from Eshantha in Sri Lanka for club support to process donations from local
members of the Sri Lanka community to the orphanage. Funds are needed to complete the toilet block and
playground construction, as due to a government change, the previously exempt port charges and taxes were
applied, leaving the community short of funds to proceed. The Board has been asked for assistance in this.

Stroke Awareness Week:

Lesley reported that the club will hold a Stroke Awareness promotion on NATIONAL {4 -10
Saturday 9th September outsider the Ascot VVale Pharmacy, 65 Union STROKE
Road, Ascot Vale. Felicity, their pharmacist, attended our recent WQFEJf
community forum. Materials have been received from the Stroke

Foundation for distribution, and we will have club banners and brochures

available as well.

Help is needed from 10-2 on the day, please see Lesley if you can

help. Stroke Awareness is a focus of District 9800.




Child Safe Standards briefing:

President Sam and our new Protection Officer Tony McManus attended the District's Child Safe Standards
briefing at Melton on Sunday. Over 110 Rotarians attended to hear the presentation by Gary Goldsmith as the
District Protection Officer and David Whiting as the District Director — Governance. There are changes
resulting from changes to the Working with Children legislation came into effect on 1 August 2017. They mean
that in some instances checks will now be required when they were not previously eg BBQs at school fetes,
community festivals, junior sporting clubs efc..

The Board will discuss the briefing and changes which the club needs to make re policy, code of conduct,
screening, supervision, processes and strategies to ensure child safety.

August Blue Moon

Due to lack of numbers, the Blue Moon at the Sun Theatre has been cancelled. Instead, we will be gathering
for dinner at Phillhelene, a Greek restaurant at 551 Mount Alexander Rod, Moonee Ponds. It is on the same
side of the road as and just past Essendon Skoda before the Junction.

6.30pm—RSVPs to Sam by Monday please. No breakfast meeting this day.

Scatter Meeting

Wednesday September 20th has been designated as a “scatter meeting” it is the Spring Equinox and a time to
refresh, explore and experience the new. Visit another club and be prepared to report on your visit.

No breakfast meeting this day.

President Sam then expounded on his theme:
Today is Sponge Cake Celebration day; Tomorrow is designated as Pluto Demoted Day;
Saturday is Womens Equality Day and also Dog Day.

{More importantly, August 23rd is denoted as:

International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition

European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Stalinism and Nazism

Valentino Day commemorating the death of Rudolph Valentino (or Rudolfo Alfonzo Raffaelo Piero
Filibert Guglielmi De Valentina D’Antonguolla). EDITOR}

Meeting Minutiae:

Apologies:  Anne McMahon {Brisbane}, Elianna Cuppari {work}, Len Seddon {unwell}, Josie Magri {work}
Chris Brock {work}, Vance Hilton {health}. Ana Medel {school}

Make Ups: Allan Bruno, Lyn Borghouts, Sam Nicol, Tpony McManus, Lesley McCarthy

Visitors: Anne Heyes, Angelo Pratt

Raffle: Geoff Cawsey who donated the prize to our guest speaker

joined Rotary.”

§Rotary

Pictured: t he



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_for_the_Remembrance_of_the_Slave_Trade_and_its_Abolition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Day_of_Remembrance_for_Victims_of_Stalinism_and_Nazism

Guest Speaker Angelo Pratt—Iran

Angelo thanked us for having him back to speak again, his third visit. He will be speaking about his recent
visit to Iran in April with the Australian Institute of International Affairs.
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/

This is an independent business group which meets monthly. They have high level international speakers,
often ambassadors on leave, and recently heard from an Israeli Military Intelligence member. The group
organises annual study tours by an Ambassador in the host country and Australian Ambassadors. They have
the opportunity to meet up with high level and very interesting people in many countries, including Myanmar.
The next trip is to Jordan, Palestine and Israel.

This visit coincided with elections, the bombing of a Syrian airfield by the US and the lifting of economic
sanctions. It was a month long tour through the Institute for Politic and International Studies in Iran, our
sister organisation and part of the Foreign Affairs Department.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute for Political and International Studies

As they flew into Iran, all they could see was desert [ s m::H

and snow covered mountains, no infrastructure.
Iran is about the size of Western Australia with 80
million people, and a highly educated people.
It is a very heterogeneous country with a mixture of
Persians, Jews, Armenians, Arabs, Pashtuns, Christians _ |\
as well.  Iran is the apex of the Shia branch of Islam
with about eighty percent of people being Muslim.
This ethnic mix is a product of history: Iran has been
invaded by many other countries in the past, including
the Mongols, Greeks, and there is much movement of
people in and around and the “stans”. %
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After this trip, Angelo returned with a very different B
understanding of the country than he had previously. | &=

The Mosques are very different to those in Sunni Islam countries; and only about 10% of the population are
strict adherents to Islam. Prayer for Shia Muslims is three times a day not five, but most people are not really
practicing religious.

Compared to Saudi Arabia, there were very few women wearing burqa, those who were, were mostly Saudi
wives from across the sea. Women wore very modern dress but most wore the hijab, although in an informal
way, not tightly bound. There was a significant divide between rural and urban people, although most held a
modern view.

Teheran is a very big sprawling city, with impressive infrastructure, and very good six lane freeways.
They also visited Isfahan, the capital of ancient Persia, Persepolis and across towards Pakistan.

There were several formal meetings mainly in Teheran. Discussions re world events, US policy, they were
quite vocal about Syria who is an ally. Iran is shunned by many in Arab world due to their following of Shia
branch of Islam, and they are surrounded by five nuclear armed countries.

He also visited refugee camps: Iran hosts three million refugees some of them fourth generation and many
Afghans, but they do not live in camps, but are integrated into the community and can work, and attend
school.



http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_for_Political_and_International_Studies

People asked, why is the world so concerned now about Syria’s chemical weapons, when Saddam had been
using chemical weapons against Iran, and they lost eight million people in that time?

Iran feels they need to defend themselves, as their neighbours all have nuclear weapons and the surrounding
countries outspend them by a factor ten to one, arming themselves to teeth.

Iran has a rich cultural history, with impressive architecture, not just mosques but palaces, and public buildings.
The engineering is amazing, and considering they have such little water, they are very clever in their usage.
There are canals underground, aqueducts bringing the from snow melt to towns, they regulate the flow of water
and parcel it out to households and for agriculture, the engineering is amazing.

Isfahan. is the cultural heart of the country with magnificent gardens and fountains; every roundabout has a
statue, fountain, garden, street art and furniture.

One of the most amazing experiences was breakfast in the desert
east of Kerman in the South East of Iran, in the Lut desert near the
Pakistan border. It is called the desert city because the wind has
blown the sand into solid shapes, appearing like buildings, castles
and fortresses.

On the way to Shiraz, their group stopped at Meymand, an ancient
village in the Kerman Province in the Iranian Plateau.

Many of the residents live in the 350 hand-dug houses or caves
~ amid the rocks, some of which have been inhabited for as long as
3,000 years. There are about six hundred caves which are homes

2 . They had afternoon tea with an old Persian lady in a three room
« ™ cave with a stove, fridge, fluoro light, cupboards. Angelo reported

All the people they met were very hospitable, several of the group visited Iranians in their homes for dinner, and
people on the street were happy to talk, exchange conversation, ideas.

Iran is a country of contradictions though:
Some issues are those of women's rights,
electiOons and democracy but ruled by religious
leaders. Support for Syria and Bashar and per-
ceived support for terrorist groups.

There were many questions from the members but
time eluded us.




Sam’s Scribbles August 25th 2017

This week, we were addressed by Angelo Pratt, who told us of his trip to
Iran. He had a fascinating time there. He was shocked at the difference be-
tween the perception of Iran that he had before he left home and the reality
of life that he experienced.

Visiting these places certainly gives us a much clearer feel, compared to
what we see in our media. However, we are still entering their space as
guests. We are told that before we judge, that we should walk a mile in their
shoes, but | wonder if that is really far enough.

Lesley and | attended the Gateway Cluster Family Violence forum on Tuesday.

The speakers presented a list of statistics on violence against women and children that are horrendous.
In addition, there is still an unknown level of under reporting. Domestic or family violence is often hidden,
although less so now that we, as a society are having an actual conversation about the issue.

Itis starting to get resources allocated to addressing these issues which are unacceptable in our modern
society.

A couple of comments that | took from the session were:

The blokes feel it is acceptable because they are entitled.

It is another example of gender inequality: most women have a range of responses planned to use in
inappropriate situations. Most of us blokes have never even had to think like this.

As a society, we have a responsibility to care for our families, our children. The scale of the issues are
massive.

Why are men so angry?

We need to be doing things differently.

As a hunter-gatherer, the bloke brought home the bacon.

As a provider, the bloke brought home the funds to buy the bacon.

Now, in our modern world, the provider role is ...

The long term consequences are very expensive, and not just in terms of money.

We need to continue to have this conversation as it is unacceptable in our modern society.
And this Saturday is Women'’s Equality Day.

Sam Nicol
President
2017-2018




Kensington Market Sunday 20th August

Lyn Borghouts reported on our first attendance at the Kensington Market held monthly at Kensington Town
Hall. Accompanied by Zoe and Jules, and with assistance from Allan Bruno with set up and pack up, Lyn
reported solid interest from those in attendance.

A limited range of items were displayed for sale, sourced from the op shops and Allan’s garden rising approx
$100 for the 5 hours. Sales were not the aim of the day, this was focused as a PR and community information
session which was positive.

Predominantly established as a showcase for local artisans and artists, the market provides an opportunity for
sale and display of local talent and produce and has wonderful food and music as well. It is a wonderful
community event also including local musicians.

Unfortunately, the new club banners which had been ordered to be ready in time for this day were missing as
they had been stolen from Lyn’s the previous day. The banners have not yet been located but as they are of
no use to anyone else, we are hopeful of their return to us.

The Kensington Market is held on the third Sunday of each month and we are seeking assistance for the next
session, Sunday 17th. Please advise Lyn if you can assist.

Rotary
Club of Flemington

Supporting our local - ‘ \J '
community through: ® - £} v

The weekly Bread

Run to Debney Park; & e

Kensington Festival; ~

Kensington Junior FC ] LL rJ
The Unity Cup; T

The Venny; T

The Helping Hand; L { ©
Birth for Humankind;

The Bicycle Hospital;

The Men’s Shed.

Regional Rail Link
BBQs
School fete BBQs

Youth Exchange;
Leadership
programs for
secondary school
students

Scholarships for
primary school
students

www.rotaryflemington.org.au




Unforgettable memories made in Atlanta

This June, | attended the Rotary International Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, as a Peace Fellow alumnus, and
was also able to take part in both the Peace Assembly and the Presidential Peace Conference. On 8 June,
some 90 current and former Peace Fellows from around the world came together for an open discussion
entitled “Stories Sustain Peace,” and reflected on the day’s experiences. All of us were in absolute agreement
that resolving conflict and promoting peace were long-term endeavors, and we encouraged each other to take
whatever action we could.

At a reception at the Carter Center that evening, records and photographs from Former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter’s visit to North Korea in June 1994 caught my attention. During that trip, Carter opened face-to-face
dialogue with Kim Il Sung and successfully negotiated a new treaty between the U.S. and North Korea. As

an aspiring Peace Fellow applicant, | had resolved to contribute to the peaceful reunification of Korea, the only
remaining divided nation in the world. Seeing images that vividly brought to mind our country’s history helped
to reaffirm my commitment.

| enjoyed the Presidential Peace Conference, and then stayed on for the rest of the convention. While exploring
the House of Friendship, | ran into a couple of friendly faces | hadn’t seen in nine years: Terry N. Philips, who
had served as chair of RI's Rotaract Committee in 2007-08 when | served on the committee, and his spouse
Anne. | had formed a particular bond with them during their visit to Korea for the 2009 Interota event, when

| guided them around Seoul. : - | r

Both Arch Klumph Society members, Terry and Anne led me to a
special booth celebrating The Rotary Foundation’s centennial.

We created some unforgettable memories there, taking photos with
Arch Klumph'’s grandchildren Rory and Maeve and having them sign my
copy of the centennial book.

| was also invited to a breakfast event for Korean attendees, where | had

a chance to reconnect with Rotarian sponsors from my home country. : .

In attendance were members from District 3640, including governor Sung with Terry Philips, Arch Klumph's
Yong-Myung Choi, who have continuously given me both material and  grandchildren Maeve and Rory, and Anne
moral support since my time as a Peace Fellow; and from Districts 3600, Philips.

3650, and 3750, which are sponsoring my global grant scholarship.

Seeing them in Atlanta left me at once thrilled and moved.

Having attended the 2005 Convention in Chicago, and now the 2017 Atlanta Convention, I've had the good
fortune to be there for the centennials of both Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation. | am that much
more determined to become an outstanding Rotarian and future leader, and do my part in making the world a
happier, more peaceful place.

By Hairyung Sung, Rotary Peace Fellells 20T3uke University and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, US

Learn more about Rotary’s Peace Centers and learn what to expect at the 2018 Rotary Convention in Toronto.



http://www.riconvention.org/en
https://www.cartercenter.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/presidential-peace-conference-2017
https://shop.rotary.org/doing-good-in-the-world-hardcover-929
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/peace-fellowships
http://www.riconvention.org/en/toronto/what-expect

STEWART FAMILY ANNUAL TREE
PLANTING -2017

The Stewart Family cordially invites you to their annual tree planting day at
“Yan Yan Gurt West” — the 25" year for this event

WHEN: 9:00 am, Sunday 17" September 2017
Sausage sizzle and ‘billy’ tea provided — bring a picnic basket

I
TN

The ‘A’ team - lunch after a hard morning’s work!

v gl Directions: Meet at Jill and

Andrew’s barn,
2005 Winchelsea-
Deans Marsh Road.
[20.5 km south of
Winchelsea; 2 km
north of Deans
Marsh.]

ACTIVITIES:
planting at the
Cob House
complex, form
pruning, Banksia
pruning, paddock
BBQ lunch .

Deans Marah

Please RSVP to Hugh Stewart: htistewart@gmail.com Mob: 0418 175 893




Australian Red Cross
East Africa Drought
- and Food Crisis Appeal

N e

We would like to invite you to
community fundraising afternoon tea.

Date:26/08/2017
Time:1:30pm to 4:30pm

Venue: kensington Town Hall,
30-34 Bellair St Kensington, VIC

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Antony Balmain
Media and Communications Adviser, Australian Red Cross.

Jess Lees, International Disaster Response, Australian Red Cross

All donations will go towards Australian Red Cross
East Africa drought and food crisis appeal.

RSVP and payments:
Date: 15/08/2017
Kadra Ismael: 0432561517

Hirsi Ali (Chairman of SUV): 0432465904
Hussein Hassan Afi: 0402290464 /:j\ o
Online Donation Available: \ Suv
https:/redcross.gofundraise.com.au/page/Kadralsmael




Club, Cluster and District
DATE EVENT Location CONTACT PERSON
Wednesday Blue Moon Dinner 6.30pm Philhellene Greek Sam Nicol
August 30th Restaurant, 651 Mount Alex-

ander Rd, Moonee Ponds.
SEPTEMBER IS | BASIC EDUCATION AND |LITERACY MONTH IN ROTARY
Sunda

y HAPPY FATHERS DAY
September 3rd
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
September 6th 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR

G.uest Spe;lker Ludovic Grosjean ton secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
Environmental Ocean Monitoring
Saturday Stroke Awareness Booth Ascot Vale Pharmacy Leslely MECartthy 03175_32259
H secretary(@rotar emington.org.au
September 9th Know Your Numbers ?S-Asl\gllggglr\]/l Road, Ascot Vale Lyn Boryghoiutsy borlyn@tpg.com.au
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
September 13th [ 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR
Guest Speaker: Sharon Crean ton secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
Rotary Club of Lavington-Nairobi
BeyondWATER
Tuesday Board Meeting White Lion, 155 Roden St Lesley McCarthy 0417532259
September 19th 6pm West Melbourne secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
Wednesday SCATTER MEETING Visit another club this week
September 20th
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Lesley McCarthy
September 27th | District Governor’s visit Cnr Epsom & Smithfield 0417532259 OR
Roads, F|emington secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au
OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH |IN ROTARY
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
October 4th 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR
Liz Ellis, Westgate Freeway and ton secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au
Western Distributor update
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
October 11th 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR
Marnie Marin—The Indigo ton secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au
Foundation, Uganda
Tuesday Board Meeting White Lion, 155 Roden St Lesley McCarthy 0417532259
October 17th 6pm West Melbourne secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
October 18th 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR
ClUb Forum and Fe||OWShip ton secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au
Wednesday Weekly Meeting Quest Apartments, Cnr Epsom | Lesley McCarthy
October 25th 7.30 for 7.45am & Smithfield Roads, Fleming- | 0417532259 OR
ton secretary(@rotaryflemington.org.au



http://ludovicgrosjean.com/
http://ludovicgrosjean.com/
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:borlyn@tpg.com.au
http://www.beyondwater.org.au/
http://www.beyondwater.org.au/
http://www.beyondwater.org.au/
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au
mailto:secretary@rotaryflemington.org.au

The Rotary Club of Flemington meets for breakfast on a Wednesday morning, 7.30am for a

7.45 start. Meetings conclude by 8.45am. Link to Google Map
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RI President: Ian H. S. Riseley

Contact us at:
rotaryflemington.org.au/

Flemington Opportunity Shop
—444 Racecourse Road, Flemington.
Manager: Sam Nicol 0475 866 086

District Governor: Peter Frueh Werribee Fit4 Use Store
—2/135 Railway Ave, Werribee.
Manager—Lorry Rowe 0403 323 512

Flemington
Community Bank® Branch () Bendigo Bank

Assistant Governor,
Gateway East:
Henry Brockman

Vance Hilton
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https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Quest+Flemington/@-37.78837,144.9198163,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x106b881bb6610c13!8m2!3d-37.78837!4d144.922005
http://www.rotaryflemington.org.au/02-Calendar-004-PRB.html

